Chairman’s Column

to the Spring edition of our Newsletter. The
Welcome
good weather is hopefully now just around the corner!
You can see from our programme we have a long list of
interesting events, trips, theatre visits and a holiday! All
this takes quite a lot of work, but there are only seven of us
on the Committee. So please, if you feel able, volunteer to
join us on our Committee.
Many members do not attend our monthly meetings. Here we
have excellent speakers on an array of subjects, all the U3A
news and refreshments. Everyone enjoys themselves and we
have the reputation of being an extremely friendly group!
Sheila P has stepped down from organising theatre trips. I
and the whole Committee would like to thank her for her
years of service. Most of us have been on a Sheila trip, so we
know the effort and care she took in the planning and
execution of them. The trips were always very successful
and enjoyable, and appreciated by everyone. Thank you so
much Sheila!
Chris W

This newsletter may be viewed on our website
www.fetchamu3a.org.
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Our Christmas Party

O

ur Christmas party was held from 2.30pm on the 9th December 2017 at St
Mary’s Church Hall, starting with a glass of mulled wine.

After much chatting, and the usual table quizzes, our entertainer Pay B was
introduced. She gave us a tribute to Joyce Grenfell. She was not only clever and
funny but when dressed for the part she was playing we all felt convinced that
Joyce Grenfell was there in front of us.
This was followed by a lavish tea of sandwiches, sausage rolls, bits on sticks,
cherry tomatoes and mince pies, and not forgetting delicious cakes, for which
the Committee thank all participating members.
The party was well attended and everyone enjoyed themselves.
Ann C
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PLEASE CAN YOU HELP……………….
s members of Fetcham U3A we get
A
enjoyment, friendship and learning from all
that our U3A offers – interest groups, monthly

meetings, social events, outings and trips BUT
these don’t just happen. We are fortunate to
have willing Group Leaders and Helpers for the
monthly meetings and social events BUT we need
members to join the Committee and help keep
Fetcham U3A vibrant and successful.
It can be fulfilling and satisfying to give back to
something as well as benefiting from it - so please
consider what you can do to help and ensure the
future of Fetcham U3A.
Contact:
Chairman: Chris W
Vice Chairman: John E
Mary H
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Bird Group Outing November 2017

O

n a cold cloudy morning in November six of us met at Boldermere Car
Park in Ockham. We crossed the road and walked over to Boldermere
where we were rewarded with not only the usual swans, mallards, coots,
canada geese and black-headed gulls but also tufted duck, wigeon, pochard,
grebe and cormorants. We crossed back over the road and walked up to
Chateley Heath Semaphore Tower. Unfortunately, there was a distinct lack of
birds on the heath not even pigeons and crows.
From the Semaphore Tower we went
to look for the mausoleum I had read
about. With the help of a friendly local
gentleman who kindly led us to the
building we finally found the hidden
gem.
Our December meeting was a visit to
Bocketts Farm where we enjoyed hot
drinks, mulled wine and mince pies.
Kathryn N

Jenny’s Quiz
1.

What does an elephant; a giraffe; and a whale have in common?

2.

Who was the Greek God of the sea?

3.

Who or what is a poltroon?

4.

Who ‘chairs’ the television programme ‘Question Time’?

5.

In which pantomime does Widow Twankey appear?
(Oh no she doesn’t !................... Oh yes she does!)

6.

Who were the twins who terrorised the East End?

7.

What is the collective noun for seagulls?

8.

What number carat is pure gold?

9.

Who invented cats eyes?

10. What is the golden emblem on the roof of the Royal Exchange?
Answers on page 16

Page 4

Fetcham U3A

Summer School at Chichester

I

really look forward to Summer
that open out onto a wide shady
School. This year I travelled down to piazza so we were able to eat outside
Chichester with Jill B, a Bookham
in the perfect weather.
member, on one of the
hottest days of the
summer. We joined over
160 other members
ready to enjoy Art, Music,
Maths, Psychology,
visiting gardens, writing
their life story or just
walking on the beautiful
South Downs.

Events were organised for
the evening for those who
wished to join in. The first
evening there was a drinks
reception and later on a
Quiz Night. The next
evening there was an
opportunity to visit the
theatre or watch a film, and
the final night there was another
My own choice was painting and I was drinks reception out on the lawns in
very lucky to be based in the old
the warm evening sun. After our final
cloisters, wonderfully cool and with
evening meal we were entertained by
great views of the lawn and gardens.
a ukulele band from an enthusiastic
Time for food or a tea break and it’s all and talented U3A group.
there laid on in quantity (oh the
An awful lot of work and thought goes
temptation to eat more than is good
into the event and I am very grateful
for one!) and chat with people on
to those members of the South East
other courses - a lot of that goes on
Forum who put it all together.
too. The refectory is spacious and has
Kathy G
wide glazed doors all down one side
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One Hour Walking

H

aving had a tour of
Horsley Towers in
December 2016 before our
Christmas lunch, we
arranged to go to another
De Vere Hotel as our preChristmas lunch walkabout
in December 2017. The
photo shows us outside the
De Vere Wotton House just
off the A25 near Dorking. It
has been the seat of the
Evelyn family since 1579
(and is still owned by the
family, though currently leased to de Vere), one of the most notable
incumbents being John Evelyn the diarist and botanist. He had been impressed
with Italian garden design, and the Italianate Garden at Wotton House (Grade 2
listed) is believed to be the first of its style in the UK. Wotton House itself
retains many original features thought to date from the extensive alterations in
the second half of the 17th century, and there were also some Victorian
alterations too. Our guide, Mark, was an excellent and knowledgeable speaker
with good voice projection and he showed us not only around the ground floor
of the hotel, but also the garden with its temples and grottos and, of course,
Italianate Garden. We went on to have an excellent lunch at the nearby
Wotton Hatch pub.
During the autumn we, like many others, seemed to play cat-and-mouse with
‘pop-up’ road closures, making many of our journeys to rendezvous points for
walks rather interesting and unexpected. We are currently keeping to walks
with good paths with a history of little mud, but we are looking forward to
better weather and the prospect of seeing spring bulbs and blooms.
Liz C
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U3A - Outdoor Bowling

T

he U3A Bowling Group has now been running for seven
years on a Monday afternoon. We have an
arrangement with East Horsley Bowling Club to use their
Green and facilities which are set in a splendid quiet local
setting.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO TRY YOUR HAND!
All you need is casual clothes and flat soft soled shoes. The
Bowls and all equipment will be supplied to us along with
tuition.
We have a very friendly Group and will welcome new members. It is certainly a
Sport for all ages, with the added advantage of maintaining regular fitness in
the open air and meeting with like minded people from the Club and the U3A.
Should you be interested in this sporting pursuit and joining our U3A Group and
wish to obtain further information, please contact the Group Leader Mary C
who will be pleased to hear from you.
The Season starts on Monday the 7th May and runs until September.
Mary C- Group Leader

Sunday Dining

W

e are the Single
Sunday
Lunchers enjoying the
food, the wine and the
great company of our
friends at the Duke of
Wellington eating
house at East Horsley.
Our group is run by
Anne W who finds a different location every second Sunday of the month, so
thank you Anne!
We look forward to each month’s mealtime at a different local easting
establishment. Just think we get a meal with friends and there is no washing up
to do afterwards. WOW!
Ann C
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Needlework

T

he Needlework Group tried their hands
at a new skill this year. We took a full
day workshop having a go at Free Motion
Machine
Embroidery.

Who would have thought that you could have so
much fun machine sewing a freehand “work of art”
like the bird shown here! Plus of course we were
plied with plenty of tea, coffee and home-made cake.

Eileen J

Pilates - Thursdays 11.40am and 1.00pm

O

ur Pilates group
meets weekly In
West Horsley (next to
Squires Garden Centre).
We are a mixed group,
currently 12 ladies and 8
men, and split over two
sessions of one hour each.
We have a fully trained
instructor, Sue Buckland,
who adapts the exercises to our needs. Pilates is an ideal exercise if you have
lower back/knee/shoulder/neck problems and is designed to strengthen and
mobilise you. All equipment needed is provided.
Although we are full at present, this could change in the future. Please contact
John of you would like to have a free trial session to see if it suits.
John D
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French Conversation 2

T

o celebrate another series of lively discussions on a wide variety of topics,
we decided to hold our end of term party in January and almost all of the
group were able to attend.
We enjoyed a
delicious lunch
including quiches,
patés, French cheeses
and wines. After
which we studied
French poems.
Here is one of the
descriptive poems -

Intérieur
La mère de famille a quitté la maison,
Elle dort maintenant sous la colline verte.
Le père s’est assis dans la sale déserte,
Tandis que’à l’âtre éteint fume un maigre tison;
Le père s’est assis, les coudes sur la table,
Et pressant dans ses mains son front chargé d’ennui;
Ses trois fils aux bras forts, rangés autour de lui,
Ne sauraient soulever le fardeau qui l’accable.
Mais la petite fille a neuf ans, pour le moins!
La petite descend, va, vient, court, se trémousse,
Elle commande aux gens et grossit sa voix douce,
Ménagère à l’œil bleu, qui jouait dans les foins!
Louis Bouilhet
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Wine 1’s 15th Anniversary Celebration

Y

es, we have been tasting wine for
15 years – and still so much to
learn!!
To celebrate this occasion, we booked
a private tasting at Cellar Wines in
Ripley. This opened in December 2015
in an historic 15th century building on
Ripley High Street. It has a blue plaque
outside – when it was a pharmacy

during the 2nd World War, penicillin
was first produced and manufactured
here for civilian use by pharmacist
Kenneth White. It was a ceramics café
before being taken over by Cellar
Wines. It is a fascinating building, with
a small lounge area and a wonderful,
15th century door leading down to the
wine cellars.
The main shop area was set up for our
tasting and this was led very

competently by Ben, the deputy
manager, and Dario, who had only
been there for a few weeks. We
started with a Prosecco, then moved
on to a Chardonnay from
Stellenbosch. This was followed by
two red wines, a French Cabernet
Franc, followed by a Spanish blend –
which was very popular. The tasting
ended with a
delicious dessert
wine, which many
of us purchased to
accompany our
Christmas pudding!!
Some meats and
different cheeses
were selected to
accompany the
wines. Their website
states: “With a
boutique edge,
Cellar Wines is an
unmissable
destination for wine
and food lovers, filled with carefully
curated, high end wines, champagnes,
spirits and deli produce.”
It was a most enjoyable afternoon in a
venue that was very “different” – an
excellent way to celebrate our 15th
birthday - and we were pleased to
return home in the minibus!!
Jo H
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Inland Waterways

L

ast spring some of the group went for a trip on the Moondancer, a
narrowboat owned by one of the group. We started at Pyrford Marina and
travelled upstream through Pyrford lock & Newark lock passing the ruins of
Newark Priory on the way.
This was a very
leisurely trip with
members of the
group taking turns
to helm the boat
whilst wondering
at the beauty of
nature on the way.
We moored at The
New Inn at Send at
a convenient time
for lunch and
refreshments
before wending
our way back along
the canal to Pyrford Marina the entrance to which is almost opposite The
Anchor Inn. A very enjoyable and restful trip watching the scenery pass by at
walking pace.
In November members of the group made a trip up to London to have a tour
round HMS Belfast, another good outing.
This years programme includes visits to the HMS Wellington in London, two
outings on members’ narrowboats, a canal walk along the Basingstoke Canal, a
visit to the Cutty Sark and a trip to Chatham Dockyard.
Adrian C

Fetcham U3A

Page 11

More Punting Adventures from Explore London 2

W

e are always seeking new
adventures and experiences
apart from hunting the highways and
byways and alleyways of London, so
last August we set out for a two day
visit to Cambridge. You may
remember in 2016 we visited Oxford
so we felt the need to be impartial and
visited Cambridge in 2017. Going in
August means that it is possible to stay
in the student accommodation which
is generally very good and not
expensive.

We were very lucky with the weather
and later on that day we found
ourselves being steered up the river
with the young man telling us scandal
and gossip about the various
inhabitants of Cambridge over the
years. It was all very peaceful and
dignified until I attempted to get out of
the punt. For those who have never
had this form of transport the first
thing to know is that the seats are on
the floor of the punt and are only
about 1 foot high with no arms or
anything else to help get yourself up! I
Eight of us intrepid explorers
managed with supreme effort to gain
descended on the Westminster
an upright position without causing a
College in two cars, arriving at 12
capsize, but the next action was to
noon. We walked into town to see
climb out of the punt on to the jetty
what it had to offer and were accosted which was waist high. I hope you are
by several handsome young men
getting the picture! I tried a few
anxious to ‘punt us up the River Cam’. angles, the student tried to help then
After our dismal attempts at punting in the punt started to move slowly away
Oxford we thought we would take up from the jetty. My top half was on the
his kind offer and negotiated a good
jetty and my lower half still in the
price.
punt. Sadly no one had a movie
camera. The young man
panicked slightly and with
supreme effort heaved the punt
back to the jetty and me up on to
it!
This year it has not been decided
which University town will be
explored but I am certainly not
going in any more punts!
Joan R
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Croquet

W

e had another
great season of
golf croquet, the weather
smiling on us so we only
had to cancel one session
due to rain. We are lucky
to play at Epsom Sports
and Social club where we
can have up to three
pitches and use the facilities of the
club, breaking mid morning for coffee
and biscuits.
For those not familiar with golf
croquet, this is entirely different from
association. Each player (either pairs or
singles) takes it in turn to aim for a
hoop. First player through the hoop
wins a point and everyone moves on to
the next hoop and so on. Very simple
rules and good fun.
During the season, usually in July we
have a match at Polesden aptly
organised by Bookham Croquet Group
with Leatherhead, Epsom, East
Horsley, Bookham and ourselves
putting forward teams. We all take a
picnic lunch. In September we have a
friendly match with Epsom U3A
followed by a ploughman’s lunch
brilliantly prepared by Sarah, the
secretary at Epsom Sports and Social
Club. This is indeed a real friendly
affair, last year Fetcham was short of

players so two of
Epsom’s U3A
played on our
side and played
to win! We also
have a winter get
together, this
used to be at a
local pub, but we
now use the Sports and Social Club
house, and have caterers. This year we
had over 40 from Epsom, Fetcham and
Epsom SS Club Croquet group.
Our season runs from May to
September. We are able to join the
other group sessions held at Epsom, so
can play any Tuesday 2 - 4 or alternate
Thursday mornings and afternoons.
We do have a printed schedule with all
the dates and times.
We would love to have some new
members, so if you fancy trying your
hand at golf croquet - no experience
necessary, all equipment provided please come along to one or both of
our taster sessions which are on
Tuesday 24th April 2.00pm to 4.00pm
or Thursday 26th April 10.00am to 12
noon. If you can’t manage these you
are more than welcome to come along
to one of our regular sessions.
Jenny C
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Wine Appreciation 7

I

n November we organised a trip to
the Bluebell Vineyard in East Sussex.
The Vineyard was first planted in 2005,
and their first wine was sold in 2007.
Established on the site of a former pig
farm, the site is now the home of over
100,000 vines growing Chardonnay,
Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier and Seyval
Blanc vines.
The day of our visit the weather was
seasonably wet and very cold, so our
walk and talk through
the vineyard was
abbreviated to allow us
to get back to the
warmth of the
production areas and
the tasting room. The
manager of the
vineyard was very
knowledgeable about
the vines and how they
produce their sparkling
wines. She provided us
with a very informative talk whilst in
the production area and during the
tastings, which were very generous. (A
shame if you were one of the drivers).
The vineyard produces five different
cuvées in the ’Hindleap’ range,
including a rose, and a Blanc de Blanc.
At the time of our visit vintages ranged
from 2008 to 2014.

In keeping with most English vineyards
the wines are relatively expensive due
to the long period between picking the
grapes and selling the final product. In
spite of this, a few of us purchased
bottles for later consumption.
After the visit we lunched in the
nearby National Trust Cafe at Sheffield
Park followed by a walk through the
grounds to see the wonderful autumn
colours. All in all, a great day out.

In early March 2018 the group will visit
the Bombay Sapphire Gin Distillery at
Laverstock Mill in Hampshire (we
know it isn’t wine, but what the heck).
Later in the month some of the group
will be tasting the wines at the
Guildford Wine Fair
Adrian & Jenny C
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Decoupage Workshop

T

he decoupage workshop in
September worked out very
successfully despite some of us
unwittingly gluing ourselves on to our
works of art in a moment of
enthusiasm and lapses of
concentration.
A coat of white emulsion was painted on to the items chosen to decoupage to
block out any previous colours underneath. Whilst the paint was drying we
were all ripping up 4 different designs of decoupage paper into small shapes
ready to start the process of gluing. Although it was a warm day I resisted the
temptation to turn the fan on which would have undoubtedly caused total
chaos with hundreds of small pieces of paper flying about the room! As you
can see from the photo, old tea trays, pots and bowls had a stylish make over,
even an old table lamp took on a new lease of life.
Such was the enthusiasm that several ladies asked to do another workshop
session at the end of November which was also a success.
Jenny B

Buttons and Beads Workshop

O

n 9 November we had our Buttons and
Beads Workshop. Several templates had
been chosen to work on. Sea horses,
dragonflys, hummingbirds, angle fish, and
butterflies.
Eight of us set about
gathering handfuls of buttons and beads, sorting
them into piles of different colours and sizes ready to
start our pictures . It is quite a fiddly process and it
took about three to four hours to complete a picture.
We were all extremely pleased with the results, and
there are certainly enough buttons and beads to
have another workshop on another occasion if
people are interested.
Jenny B
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Film Group

O

ur Film Group have previously
visited the Cinema Museum in
Kennington, which houses an
extensive private collection of filmrelated images and artefacts. The
building that contains the museum,
the old Lambeth Workhouse, is about
to be sold and could lead to the
eviction and end of the museum.
Many old classic films are shown
regularly at the museum and at the
moment events are being held to raise
funds for the Save the Cinema
Museum Campaign. For this reason
our film group decided to support
them.

On the way to the museum, we
stopped for lunch in a very unusual
pub called ‘The Dog House’.
Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to recce
first so it turned out to be quite an
experience! The surroundings were
quite ‘different’ with many strange
things around, my favourite being the
stags heads wearing trilby hats and
pearl necklaces (not that I am madly
keen on stags heads!). But despite the
strangeness most folk told me that it
was enjoyable and the food was good.

After a short stroll in the sunshine, we
entered the Cinema Museum, making
our way along corridors and up stairs
Eleven of our members went up to the (all full of fascinating artefacts, boards
Museum one Saturday in February to stating 1/6p - stalls, signs with ‘H’ for
watch a rare screening of a 1993 film horror, and items relating to Charlie
‘Jack L Warner: The Last Mogul’. This
Chaplin who was a resident for a
was a documentary telling the story of couple of weeks as a child). We
the man whose studio, created many entered a large high ceilinged room
of Hollywood’s timeless classics.
(the old dining room), which is the
cinema, coffee shop and book
browsing space. After a cup of
coffee we settled into cinema
seats or comfy sofas to watch the
film. This was a really interesting
insight into the family situation,
with quite a lot of disputes going
on! It also showed the running of
the studios and interviews with
some well known actors/
actresses. I think everybody
enjoyed the film and a good day
was had by all.
Brenda K
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Our 15th Anniversary

M

embers of Fetcham
U3A celebrated
their 15th Anniversary in
October 2017. Here you
will see the Wonderful
Cake ready to be cut.

Now comes the piece de
resistance, the cake
cutting ceremony, on the
left Mary C Speaker
Secretary, on the right
Mary H the Secretary, and
secreted in the
background is our hungry Chairman Chris W itching to get his hands on the first
big slice.
Many Congratulations Fetcham U3A and here’s to the next 15 years.
Ann C

Answers to Jenny’s Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Their young are all called calves
Poseidon
A coward
David Dimbleby
Aladdin
Ronnie and Reggie Kray
A squabble
24
Percy Shaw
A grasshopper
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A

nswers to the people and places which featured on our cover for the last
edition. How many did you get right?

Front Cover
Top Left:
Top Right:

Wellington;
King Henry II;

Bottom Left:
Bottom Right:

King George III;
Sir Christopher Wren;

Back Cover
Top Left:
Top Right:

Cleopatra;
Louis XIV of France:

Middle Left:
Middle Right:
Bottom Left:

Sir Robert Peel;
Charles Dickens;
Sir William Chambers:

Editor this issue:
Cover Design:
Insert:

Wellington Arch & Apsley House
Newgate Gaol (forerunner of the
Old Bailey)
Buckingham House then Palace
St Paul’s Cathedral
Cleopatra’s Needle
French Protestant Church of
London (Hugenauts)
New Scotland Yard
Marshalsea Prison
Somerset House

Judy O
John Wi
John C

Articles and items for October 2018 Newsletter should be with
John C by the 3 September 2018 please.
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